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Everyone learning, everyone caring!
Friday

26th

January, 2018

Dear Parents,
Christian Values and assemblies
On Tuesday we had a visit from the Guide Dogs for the Blind charity. Gill Southgate brought her highlytrained “best friend” Yazmin to assembly and also visited each class. They gave us a great insight into the
world of the visually-impaired and how people with this disability can be independent and well-supported by
their dog. Many thanks to Ms. Atkins and the School Council who arranged the visit and are raising funds
for this cause. Gill wrote to us subsequently and said
“Thank you so much for inviting me to talk to your school today. I thoroughly enjoyed the time I spent at
Elm, you all made me feel so welcome. …..I felt the children asked really interesting and well thought-out
questions – please pass on my thanks to them.”

Next week in our worship we will be thinking about the Christian Festival of Candlemas. What can
your children find out about it at home?

SEN interviews
These parent interviews will take place in the week beginning 29th January. If you are one of the parents
concerned you should have received a letter offering an appointment. Please try and stick to your
appointment time as we have to book supply teachers to cover the classes and if the arrangements go
awry then we can be wasting staff time and school money.

Tesco Bags of Help appeal
Thank you to parents and the public who supported this appeal – our project “Creating an Outdoor
Classroom” won the appeal which ran in Wisbech Tesco over the last three months. We have been granted
£2775 to improve the facilities we have and train staff to make the most of our great outdoor provision. This
is a great result – more about it once we have finalised our plans.

Friday is National Number Day – support the NSPCC
We expect next Friday to have a maths focus for this special day. More information early next week.

Lent Challenge: reminder
We will be taking part in Bishop Stephen’s Lent Challenge again this year, starting after half term.
The activities each week will focus on these themes (the five Ts):
We can tell others about Jesus and why he is important to Christians.
We can teach others about God and pass on the stories of the bible.
We can tend those in need and look after ourselves and others.
We can transform the world for one person and make a difference.
We can treasure the world we live in and preserve it for others.
If you have any ideas about the sort of activities we can undertake over the half term to put these themes
into action, we would be delighted to hear from you. A slip is attached for this.

Attendance
This week the best attendance was in Year 2 (Swans) again with 98%. Well done!! Overall attendance was
slightly improved at 93.88%. So it is picking up again. There is still a lot of sickness around amongst staff
as well as children (particularly in Year 6). We hope to see a real improvement next week.

Class
Robins
Owls
Swans
Magpies
Kestrels
Kingfishers
Eagles

Attendance
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

92.67%
97.33%
98%
96.43%
97.5%
96.56%
78.67%

Achievement awards
This week, due to staff and children’s absence and some disruption we felt that we would not award Good
to be Green or Learning Awards. Back to normal next week I expect.

Parent Forum meeting
Monday 5th February at 3.30 p.m. This is an opportunity for all interested parents to discuss matters of
interest about the school. We look forward to seeing you there. A crèche will be offered.

Dates for the diary



We break up for half term on Friday 9th February and return to school on Monday 19th February. The
spring term ends on Thursday 29th March and the summer term begins on Monday 16th April.
The Spring Term consultation evenings will take place on 21st and 22nd March.

Yours sincerely,

Headteacher
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Lent challenge suggestions
What can we do to follow the themes of the Lent Challenge? Last year we got a SILVER award! Could we
go for GOLD this time?? Return this slip to your child’s class teacher.

For our Lent Challenge we could………………………………………

