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Elm C of E Primary School 
 
 

1.  Brief Summary 
 
This travel plan has been created as a result of the Government’s 2003 Travel to School 
Initiative.  This initiative aims to encourage walking and cycling and reduce dependence 
on the car for travel on all school-related journeys. 
 
At Elm School we fully endorse this initiative.  Our main issue is the vehicular congestion 
outside the school gate at the beginning and end of the school day and we wish to 
address this as one of our main concerns within this travel plan. We also hope to 
increase the number of students cycling to school to improve their health and fitness and 
to reduce the impact our school has on the environment. 

 
In 2003, the Government published a green paper, entitled Every Child Matters, that 
looks at the well being of children and young people.  The paper identifies five outcomes 
that are most important to children: 
 

 Be healthy 

 Stay Safe 

 Enjoy and achieve 

 Make a positive contribution 

 Achieve economic well-being 
 
Taken from: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/aims/ 
 
Our travel plan aims to support the first two outcomes, namely to improve health through 
walking and cycling rather than being driven by car, and to improve safety on all school 
related journeys. 
 
 

http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/aims/
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2.  POLICY STATEMENT & SIGN OFF 
 
 
It is our intention that by addressing the issues outlined in this plan, over the 
span of seven years, (the period of time taken by a child to move through Elm 
School) we will see: 
 

 A reduction in the number of car journeys made to and from school by 
pupils, parents and staff 

 Improved safety by reducing the number of vehicles present in the 
immediate vicinity of the school at the beginning and end of the school day 

 Walking and cycling to school being actively promoted  to staff, pupils and 
parents 

 A raised awareness of health, safety and environmental issues, both 
positive and negative of walking and cycling to school 

 
 
 
 

 We recognise that this initiative will take time to reach fruition and commit to 

reviewing and amending our data, objectives, targets and actions each 
school year or sooner, if our circumstances change 

     
 We commit to completing and returning an annual progress report 

 
 We commit to collecting and monitoring data on an annual basis over the 

seven year period we expect this initiative to run 
 
 We commit to completing a full review of the travel plan at least once 

every three years 
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Sign off 
 
Elm C of E Primary School commits to: 

 

      Reviewing and amending data, objectives, targets and actions every school year or sooner, if   
           circumstances should change 

 

      Collecting monitoring data over a 7 year period 
 

      A full review of the travel plan every 3 years 
 

      All future reviews and revisions to consider pupil travel needs arising from new developments  
                 in education & transport provision 

 
We the school Governing body accept and adopt this School Travel Plan. 

 
Name Signature Position  

 
Mr Steve Rhodes 

 Chair of Board of Governors 

 
Mr Chris Child 

 Head teacher 
 
 

 
Mrs Marina Guarino 

 Governor with responsibility for Elm C of E  
School Travel Plan 

  Head of Service, Infrastructure, OCYPS 

  Director of Highways and Access, OECS 
 
 

  School Travel Advisor, OECS 

  School Travel Coordinator, OCYPS 

 
 
 
 
Date of Document___________________ 
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3.  SCHOOL DETAILS 

 

 

Name of school:        Elm C of E Primary School 

 

Type of school:         Church of England (Controlled) Primary 

 

LEA/DCSF School Reference Number:   873/3046 

 

Address:   

Main Road, Elm, Wisbech, Cambs, PE14 0AG 

Telephone number:  

01953 860295 

Number of pupils on roll:     206 

Age range:  4 – 11 years 

Number of staff (include non- teaching): 32 

Number of SEN pupils with a statement of need; with a transport 
element: 

0 

Elm School recognises the need to review this travel plan in light of 
the possible enrolment of a pupil with particular or special needs 
and commits to undertake this should it become necessary.  

Site opening times:  8.00 am – 5.00 pm (excluding community use) 

School opening times:  8.45 am – 3.10 pm 
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4.  CONSULTATION 

 
An initial meeting was held with Steven Hawkes School Travel Coordinator from 
the County Council.  He also acted as mentor throughout the process of writing 
this plan. 
 
The Travel Plan has been discussed with teaching staff. 
 
Pupils were questioned by way of questionnaires and summaries of the overall 
results and the results from individual classes are contained in appendix i.  This 
survey was conducted during November 2009.  Every child was involved in this 
process, with individual surveys being completed by the 59 children in Years 5 
and 6 and class surveys involving approximately 135 children in all of our other 
classes. 
 
Questionnaires were sent out to every parent of a child attending the school, and 
a summary of the results are included in appendix ii.  This survey was conducted 
during November 2009.  !64 surveys were sent home and 103 were returned. 
 
 
Discussions appertaining to the development of this plan were held in the 
Governors’ meeting held on 20th January 2009. 
 
Information about this plan was sent to parents in newsletters other comments 
relating to traffic, parking and bringing children to and from school have been 
sent home.  Copies of the most recent newsletters are included in appendix iii.  
 
A draft copy of the plan was sent to the Parish Council at the end of January 
2010 for consideration at their next meeting.   
 
A draft copy of this plan was shared with our community Police Officer, PC Julie 
Coales on 8th February 2010 with an invitation for her to make any comments. 
 
 
The School Travel Plan Working Group is made up of the Headteacher, one 
Governor, one teacher and 2 parents. 
 
School Travel Plan Working Group  
 
Mr Chris Child  Headteacher 
Mrs Marina Guarino Governor 
Miss S Beresford  Teacher 
Mrs M Nesbitt  Parent 
    Parent 
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Who was 
consulted 

When we 
consulted 

What was 
consulted 
on 

How we 
consulted 

Evidence 

Parents 
January 2010 Draft Travel 

Plan 
Summary of 
Draft Travel Plan 
placed on school 
website for 
appraisal and 
comment, with 
invitation to see 
full document. 

Accompanying 
letter to parents  

Governors 19th January 
2009 

Discussion 
of  Draft 
Travel Plan 

Governors’ 
meeting 

Minutes   

Staff 25th January 
2009 

Discussion 
of Draft 
Travel Plan 

Staff Meeting Minutes 
 

PC Julie 
Coales 

8th February 
2009 

Draft 
Summary 
Travel Plan 

Draft plan sent 
for appraisal and 
comment 

 

Elm Parish 
Council 

29th January 
2009 

Draft 
Summary 
Travel Plan  

Draft plan sent 
for appraisal and 
comment 

 

Parent Teacher 
Association 

 Draft 
Summary 
Travel Plan 

Draft Summary 
Travel Plan 
discussed and 
comments 
invited 

Minutes 
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5.  CURRENT SCHOOL TRAVEL ISSUES    
 

 
Elm C of E Primary School is a village primary school with about 210 pupils aged 
between 4 and 11 years old.  It serves the village of Elm and the surrounding 
rural area. Most of the pupils live within the village itself, the majority within one 
mile of the school.  A small number of pupils live further away than this, and a 
very small number live some way outside the catchment area. 
 
The village has a population of about 2,000, accommodated in a mixture of 
housing types.  The village is divided by the B1101, with the three major housing 
estates north of this and the school on the south side.  Some pupils live outside 
the village and access the school along a number of lanes, some of which are 
narrow and have no pavements.  Within the village, Main Road, (the A1101) has 
a series of bends and in places pavements on only one side.  Some of these 
pavements are also very narrow, placing pedestrians very close to the traffic.  
Opposite the school is an area of grass.  This is used by some parents who park 
to collect their children at the end of the day.  This involves them driving over the 
pavements. 
 
The school is housed on a single site, which is shared with the Elm Centre.  This 
is used by the pre-school, which like the school, generates a significant amount 
of traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian at the beginning and end of their 
sessions.  The preschool runs from 9.00 am to 11.30 am and 12.30 pm to 3.00 
pm.  The centre is also used for various other meetings, but these usually occur 
well outside of the normal school day. 
 
School sessions run from 8.45 am to 3.10 pm, which generates large volumes of 
traffic between about 8.25 am and 8.50 am, and again between about 2.55 pm 
and 3.25 pm.  Various school activities run before school on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and at the end of the school day on Monday’s and 
Wednesdays.  These tend to extend the period of congestion outside the school, 
but given that they do not involve many children, the impact is considerably less.  
The school is also used for community purposes, including Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows and an adult keep fit club.  These cause an amount of vehicular 
movement but it is well outside the school day, and given the much smaller 
number of individuals involved, does not constitute a significant problem.   
 
As well as the pupils, 32 staff work at the school, most arriving between 8.00 and 
8.40 am.  The vast majority of staff live some distance from the school and 
therefore drive in every day.  The school has two car parks with 19 parking 
spaces.  However, 12 of these share access with the children’s pedestrian 
access to the school and the access to the Elm Centre.  As a result their use is 
restricted to times when children are not arriving or leaving. 
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The school has completed a disability discrimination audit.  All areas of the 
school are accessible to wheelchair users with the exception of the first floor 
computer suite, and provision has been made in one of the classrooms to cater 
for any individual who is unable to mange the stairs.   The rest of the school is on 
one level, with appropriate ramps on all doors that give access to the playground.  
Doorways will accommodate wheelchairs and there is a disabled toilet and 
shower.  We currently have no pupils with a transport element attached to their 
statement, but in the past, we have put in place systems to meet the needs of 
individual pupils and parents who require taxi or other vehicular access to the 
school. 
 
Parking is a major problem at certain times during the day, with very significant 
congestion on the main road through the village, and on the roads of the estate 
opposite the school.  Parents frequently park across the school gates to pick up 
or drop of children, and drive across the pavements to park on the grass areas 
opposite the school.  This is a source of irritation to the local residents. 
 
The school is situated on the B1101 linking the main A1101 Wisbech to 
Downham Market road and March.  This road carries a significant amount of 
traffic and is used as a diversionary route should the main A47 between Wisbech 
and Guyhirn become blocked for any reason.  A considerable amount of traffic 
uses this road even if the A47 road is not blocked.   
 

 
  
The school is situated close to the centre of the village, with Main Road, the 
B1101, running past the school gates.  On leaving the school, the sightline along 
the road to the west is good, even though there are a series of sweeping bends, 
but the sightline to the east is restricted by a bend and can make leaving the 
school a potentially dangerous experience.   
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 View of bends from outside school looking west 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of bends from outside school looking east 

 

 
 
Bends in some parts of the village make crossing the road very difficult.  This is 
compounded by junctions and sometimes the lack of pavements.  
 

 

Junction of Main Road, Halfpenny Lane and 
Rose Lane.   
Note the difficult sight lines and lack of 
pavement on one side of the road. 

 
Pavements along Main Road are narrow, and in places restricted by hedges 
growing over the path.   
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  Narrow pavement immediately outside school 

 
In some parts of the village there is only a pavement on one side of the road, 
(e.g. on Main Road in the area around the church) and in other parts there is no 
pavement at all. (e.g. Halfpenny Lane and Belt Drove).   
 
 

  

View of Halfpenny Lane with no pavements.   
 
This road carries little vehicular traffic, but 
Belt Drove, another road without pavements 
can be very busy. 

 
Traffic moving through the village frequently speeds, and cars leave the road on 
a regular basis, mounting the pavements and on occasion destroying walls.  This 
is especially true of the area around the church, where there is a series of bends. 
 

  
 
Series of bends outside the church.  Note narrow pavement on one side of road only. 

 
There is a pedestrian crossing directly outside the school.  However, it is a 
common occurrence for cars to fail to stop, despite the fact adults and sometimes 
children are on the crossing.  There are no cycle paths within the village, 
although the school does have a cycle shed with facilities to lock bicycles 
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securely.   Secure cycle rests have been provided that enable forty cycles to be 
padlocked. 
 

 View of part of the cycle shed  
 
The biggest problems affecting the safety of individuals using the school site are 
the speed of traffic moving through the village, either the very narrow or total lack 
of pavements in some parts of the village and the difficulties of parking especially 
at the beginning and end of the school day.  In some respects it could be argued 
that the congestion caused largely by parents’ cars, causes the traffic driving 
past the school to slow down appreciably.  However, in turn this causes other 
dangers for instance manoeuvring cars, cars parked inappropriately and the 
need for our children and parents to walk between cars either parked on the 
roadside or on occasion on the pavement or grassed areas opposite the school.   
 
A significant number of our pupils, many of whom live within a mile of the school 
are driven in and collected every day by car.  Questionnaires indicate that a 
major reason given for this is that parental perception is that it is too dangerous 
for children to cycle or even walk to school.  This will have an impact on the 
independence of the pupils and may well have implications on their health.  One 
of the stated aims behind the adoption of this plan is an improvement in the 
health and fitness of our children, and it is therefore important that more children 
should be encouraged to either walk or cycle to school.  In a similar vein, the 
school is keen to develop within it’s pupils an awareness of environmental 
issues.  It has already installed a wind turbine and solar panels, and would like to 
see an increase in the number of children and adults who come to and from 
school in an environmentally friendly way. 
 
Parents waiting with their children at the beginning of the school day, and 
collecting their children at the end of the school day are asked to wait on the 
school playground.  Invariably they congregate close to the path onto the 
playground close to the bottom of the ramp serving four of our seven classes.  
They also block the entrance and exit to the playground for both parents children.  
In addition, children leaving school sometimes found it difficult to identify where 
their parents are waiting and have difficulty in negotiating the group of parents 
waiting at the bottom of the ramp to the classroom doors.   
 
Elm School recognises the value of bringing the outside world to the children, 
and taking the children into the community.  This may involve trips and visits 
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within the village, or may take children much further afield.  Whenever a trip is 
organised, it must be approved by the Schools Visits Coordinator, have due 
regard to the County recommended adult / pupil ratios and be subjected to an 
appropriate risk assessment.  Whenever coaches are used to transport children, 
it is a requirement that they be equipped with seat belts and that these are worn 
at all times.  On the rare occasions that parents transport pupils other than their 
own children, it is a requirement that they comply with up to date legal 
requirements, including those relating to seat belts and booster cushions.  In 
addition checks will be made to ensure they hold appropriate insurance and 
written permission will be obtained from the parents of any child involved. 
 
Over the past twenty years the village has increased in size with the 
development of two significant new estates and a considerable amount of infill 
housing.  This has resulted in the school roll doubling, and the accommodation 
within the school expanding to meet this increased need.  Since then a number 
of traffic calming measures have been put in place but these seem to be largely 
ineffective.  There  are no plans for further expansion, and it is unlikely that the 
school roll or staffing levels will increase significantly in the foreseeable future.  
 
Within the last five years the opening of the Elm Centre caused a considerable 
increase in the number of individuals using the school site.  The single most 
important factor in this was the opening of the Elm Pre-School within the school 
grounds.  This has now stabilized and no further major increase is expected. 
 
As far as is known, there are no infra-structure or other developments in the 
pipeline for the village that will have an impact on this plan. 
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6.  Summary of Responses from Children’s Questionnaires 

 
 
How do you travel to / from school? 

 How do you travel to School? How do you travel from school? 

Number % Number % 

Walk 81 42% 92 47% 

Bike 6 3% 6 3% 

Car 106 55% 96 49% 
 

 Significantly more children travel to school by car than walk, although at 
the end of the school day the number travelling by car is broadly similar to 
the number of children who walk.  This is because some parents tend to 
drop their children off at school before going on to work by car.  At the end 
of school time pressures may not be as great, or the family may not have 
access to a car and therefore more children are expected to walk home.  
This does indicate however, that more children would be capable of 
walking in the morning than currently do so. 

 Very few children travel to and from school by bike.  In part this will reflect 
the fact that the survey was completed in December.  The figure may 
increase in the summer, as a result of an improvement in the weather and 
possibly the fact that our older children will complete a safe cycling course 
at school during the summer term. 

 The fact that approximately 50% of our children travel to and from school 
by car will have a significant impact on congestion, and have an effect on 
the health and fitness of our children and on the environment. 

 
 

How would you like to travel to / from 
School 

 Number % 

Walk 37 20% 

Bike 100 55% 

Bus 20 11% 

Car 31 16% 

 
 

 Most of the children would like to travel to and from school by bike.  This is 
true across all classes.  Whilst recognising that this may be more 
appropriate for our older children, with appropriate supervision and 
possibly some improvements to support safety, it may well be that many 
more children could cycle. 

 The number of children wishing to walk to school is significantly lower than 
the number who actually do.  This is a result of many children expressing 
a wish to cycle rather than walk. 
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 When asked to express a preference, most children would rather walk or 
cycle to school than be driven in the car. 

 Responses from older children frequently cite the concerns over safety 
expressed by parents as a reason why they do not either walk or cycle. 

 Older children also indicate that the congestion caused by cars and the 
speed at which they travel are also factors in preventing them from 
walking or cycling.  It is worth be remembering that many of these cars are 
actually the cars of parents taking their own children to school. 

 Unsafe paths and unsafe crossing places are given as reasons why 
children cannot cycle or walk. 

 Despite the statements above, the majority of older children consider that 
to walk or cycle to school would be safe. 
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7.  Summary of Responses from Parental Questionnaires 

 

 The analysis of results of the parental survey as to methods of transport 
very closely mirrors that of the pupil questionnaires. 

 There appears to be no age related pattern as to the proportion of children 
in each age group being brought to school by car rather than walking other 
than the fact that the vast majority of our Reception class children are 
brought by car rather than walking. 

 Significantly more children travel to school by car than walk, although at 
the end of the school day the number travelling by car is broadly similar to 
the number of children who walk.  This is because some parents tend to 
drop their children off at school before going on to work by car.  At the end 
of school time pressures may not be as great, or the family may not have 
access to a car and therefore more children are expected to walk home.  
This does indicate however, that more children would be capable of 
walking in the morning than currently do so. 

 Very few children travel to and from school by bike.  In part this will reflect 
the fact that the survey was completed in December.  The figure may 
increase in the summer, as a result of an improvement in the weather and 
possibly the fact that our older children will complete a safe cycling course 
at school during the summer term. 

 The fact that approximately 50% of our children travel to and from school 
by car will have a significant impact on congestion, and have an effect on 
the health and fitness of our children and on the environment. 

 Most parents identified the safety of their child, both road safety and 
personal safety as being the most important factors governing their choice 
of how their child travelled to school.   

 Other important factors were identified as the heath and fitness of their 
child and the opportunity to talk to them. 

 Comments from parents showed significant concerns over safety related 
to either narrow or non-existent footpaths, speeding traffic and a lack of 
safe crossing places. 

 Many parents referred to the need to continue their journey having 
dropped off their child at school. 
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8.  Objectives 

 

In summary, it is our intention to: 

 Increase the number of children walking to school  
 Increase the number of children cycling to school 
 Improve road safety  
 Reduce car travel  

Detailed objectives are listed below. 

 To increase the number of children walking to school by 2% each year.  
This could be done by encouraging those parents who live close enough 
to walk their child to school through the use of incentives and rewards for 
those children walking. 

 To increase the number of children walking at least part of the way to 
school by 2% per year.  This will be done by identifying appropriate 
parking areas within ¼ of a mile from school where parents can park 
safely and walk the remainder of the way and including those children in 
the incentive scheme identified above. 

 To improve the facilities for parents who walk their children to and from 
school by providing weatherproof shelters and seating on the playground. 
This will make it more comfortable for them to wait and help us control 
where they congregate, thus avoiding congestion. 

 To encourage parents to allow their children to walk or cycle to school, 
either accompanied or unaccompanied.  This could be done through a 
programme of education and through the firmer enforcement of existing 
legislation relating to the parking of cars. 

 To explore the possibility of erecting speed sensitive road signs on the 
approaches to the school to identify the speed motorists are travelling and 
thank them if it is appropriate. (20 mph between 8.30 am and 9.00 am, 
3.00 and 3.30 pm, 30 mph at all other times). 
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9.   SMART TARGETS      
 

 
The results of the questionnaires sent to parents indicate that a significant 
number of children would be happy to either walk or cycle to school, but their 
parents feel that this is not a safe option.  In order to achieve the above targets 
therefore, it will be necessary to alter the perception of the parents rather then 
the wishes of the children.  
 
 
 

Target January 
2010 
start 

January 
2011 

target 

January 
2012 

target 

January 
2013 

target 

January 
2014 

target 

January 
2015 

target 

Increase number of 
pupils walking to 
school. 

42% 44% 46% 48% 50% 52% 

Increase number of 
pupils cycling to 
school. 

3% 5% 7% 9% 11% 13% 

Reduce students 
travelling by car. 

55% 51% 47% 43% 39% 35% 
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10.  Actions and Initiatives 

 

Objective:  Increase the number of children walking to and from school 
 

Action 
 

Due By Responsibility 
of 

Success Criteria 

Encourage those parents 
who live close enough to walk 
their child to school through 
use of incentives and rewards 
for children walking 

Ongoing, but 
initial scheme 
organised by 
the beginning 
of 2010 / 2011 
school year 

Headteacher to 
lead working 
party 

Higher numbers of pupils 
walking to school 

Identify appropriate parking 
areas within ¼ mile of school 
where parents can park 
safely and walk the 
remainder of the way, 
including those children in the 
incentive scheme mentioned 
above. 

From beginning 
of 2010 / 2011 
school year 

Headteacher to 
lead working 
party 

Less congestion of cars 
outside school gates.  
Higher numbers of pupils 
taking part in walking 
incentive schemes and 
walking to school 

Improve the facilities for 
parents who walk their 
children to and from school 
by providing weatherproof 
shelters and seating on the 
playground. 

By Christmas 
2010 

Headteacher 
and Property 
Sub-Committee 
of Governors 

Simpler drop off and pick 
up procedures by 
controlling where parents 
congregate thus avoiding 
congestion 

Take part in two Walk to 
School weeks per year 

May and 
October 

Headteacher to 
lead working 
party 

More awareness of routes 
and higher number of 
pupils participating year on 
year, to increase overall 
figures. 

Work with external 
organisations and partners 
within the council to identify 
and improve safe routes for 
pupils to use 

July 2011 Headteacher to 
lead working 
party 
Parish Council 
District Council 

The identification of routes 
leading to an increase in 
the proportion of children 
walking to school 
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Objective: Increase the Number of Children Cycling 
 

Action 
 

Due By Responsibility 
of 

Success Criteria 

Offer cycle training to as 
many pupils as possible 

2
nd

 half of 
summer term 

Headteacher 
and instructors 

Increasing numbers of Y6 
children successfully 
completing the Safe 
Cycling scheme or its 
successor 
Offering a simpler scheme 
to younger children 

Ensure that our existing 
instructors for the safe cycling 
scheme are willing and able 
to carry on. 

At the 
beginning of 
the Summer 
term 

Headteacher The continuation of at least 
two instructors 

Investigate new Bikeability 
training schemes 

Spring term 
2011 

Headteacher Ability to make an informed 
choice about adopting the 
new scheme. 

Work with external 
organisations and partners 
within the council to identify 
and improve safe routes for 
pupils to use 

July 2011 Headteacher to 
lead working 
party 
Parish Council 
District Council 

The identification of routes 
leading to an increase in 
the proportion of children 
cycling to school 

Improve provision of cycle 
and helmet storage and 
identify changing areas for 
staff and pupils 

July 2011 Headteacher An increase in the 
proportion of pupils and 
staff regularly cycling to 
school 
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Objective: Reduce the number of cars travelling to school 
 

Action 
 

Due By Responsibility 
of 

Success Criteria 

See actions for walking and 
cycling 

   

Programme of education 
through newsletters and 
meetings and the firmer 
enforcement of existing 
legislation relating to the 
parking of cars 

Ongoing Headteacher 
Police 
Governors 

Appropriate parking 
displaying care and 
consideration for other 
groups and individuals and 
safer road use by all site 
users 

Closer working relations with 
PCSOs – Launch regular 
enforcement campaigns 
whilst informing parents of 
actions to be taken 

Regularly, at 
least three 
times per year 

Police 
Headteacher 

Appropriate parking 
displaying care and 
consideration for other 
groups and individuals and 
safer road use by all site 
users 

Regular messages to parents 
about the health and 
environmental benefits of 
walking or cycling to school 
along with the cost benefits 

Regularly Headteacher 
Governors 

Increased numbers of 
pupils walking and cycling 
to school 
 

 



 

 23 

  

Objective: Improve Road Safety 
 

Action 
 

Due By Responsibility 
of 

Success Criteria 

See actions for walking and 
cycling 

   

Programme of education 
through newsletters and 
meetings and the firmer 
enforcement of existing 
legislation relating to the 
parking of cars 

Ongoing Headteacher 
Police 
Governors 

Appropriate parking 
displaying care and 
consideration for other 
groups and individuals and 
safer road use by all site 
users 

Explore the possibility of 
erecting speed sensitive road 
signs on the approaches to 
the school to identify and 
display the speed of motorists 
and thank them if it is 
appropriate, (20 mph 
between 8.30 and 9.00 am, 
3.00 and 3.30 pm, 30 mph at 
all other times.) 

September 
2011 

Parish Council 
District Council 
Police 
Headteacher 
leading working 
party 

Slower, more aware road 
traffic in the immediate 
vicinity of the school 

Work with local community to 
carry out “speed watch” / 
“parking watch” campaigns 

Regularly from 
autumn 2010 

Parish council 
Local residents 
Parents 

A lowering of the speed of 
traffic and greater 
consideration of parking  

Communicate road safety 
message to pupils through 
use of PSHE time and 
possible use of theatre 
companies. 

From Spring 
term 2011 

Teaching staff 
Headteacher 
Elm School 
Association 

Lower accident / near miss 
levels in and around the 
school area 
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11.  Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The School Travel Plan will be reviewed and monitored on an annual basis, with the 

specific responsibility falling to the Headteacher to analyse and update the information 

where appropriate.  This will be completed on a timescale appropriate to the information 

required, but an annual review will be carried out with the first review taking place in 

March 2011 and a full review expected by March 2013.  The Travel Plan will also be 

reassessed should any significant changes be made to the physical structure of the school, 

the educational provision of the school or relevant changes within the village or 

immediate environment. 

 

 

Actions By Whom Success Criteria When 
Head count on 
mode of travel 

Class Teachers Monitoring 
completed and 
recorded 

First school Monday 
of each half term 

Cycle Count Headteacher 
leading working 
party and pupils 

Monitoring 
completed and 
recorded 

First school Monday 
of each half term 

Count number of 
cars dropping off 
outside school 

Headteacher 
leading working 
party and pupils 

Monitoring 
completed and 
recorded 

First school Monday 
of each half term 

Review Travel Plan Headteacher and 
working party 

Travel plan updated 
on schedule 

March 2011 

Return Annual 
Progress Report 
(ARP) 

Headteacher APR returned on 
time 

May Annually 

Make parents aware 
of survey results 
and progress 
towards targets 

Headteacher Parents aware of 
progress 

March Annually 
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Appendix i 
 

Pupil Questionnaire Results 
 
Pupils were questioned by way of questionnaires. Summaries of the overall 
results can be found in section 6 of this document, while and the results from 
individual classes are listed below.  This survey was conducted during November 
2009.  Every child was involved in this process, with individual surveys being 
completed by the 59 children in Years 5 and 6 and class surveys involving 
approximately 135 children in all of our other classes. 
 

Reception Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding  30 

 
 

How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
 
To School     From School 
 
Walk  13    Walk  13 
 
Bicycle   0    Bicycle   0 

 
Bus    0    Bus    0 
 
Car  17    Car  17 
 
Other    0    Other    0 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk  16 
 
Bicycle   6 
 
Bus    0 
 
Car    8 
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Year 1 Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding  29 
 
How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
 
To School  14   From School  15 
 
Walk     0   Walk     0 
 
Bicycle    0   Bicycle    0 
 
Bus     0   Bus     0 
 
Car   15   Car   14 
 
Other     o   Other     0 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk     7 
 
Bicycle    8 
 
Bus     7 
 
Car     7 
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Year 2 Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding  29 
 
How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
 
To School    From School   
 
Walk   12  Walk   14 
 
Bicycle    1  Bicycle    0 
 
Bus     0  Bus     0 
 
Car   16  Car   15 
 
Other     0  Other     0 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk     2 
 
Bicycle  18 
 
Bus     2 
 
Car     7 
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Year 3 Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding  25 
 
How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
 
To School    From School   
 
Walk   12  Walk   12 
 
Bicycle    3  Bicycle    3 
 
Bus     0  Bus     0 
 
Car   10  Car   10 
 
Other     0  Other     0 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk     1 
 
Bicycle  20 
 
Bus     2 
 
Car     2 
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Year 4 Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding  22 
 
How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
 
To School    From School   
 
Walk     5  Walk     6 
 
Bicycle    0  Bicycle    0 
 
Bus     0  Bus     0 
 
Car   17  Car   16 
 
Other     0  Other     0 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk     3 
 
Bicycle  11 
 
Bus     7 
 
Car     1 
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Year 5 Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding  30 
 
How far do children travel to school? 
 
Less than 1 mile  18 
One to three miles  12 
More than 3 miles    0 
 
How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
To School    From School   
 
Walk   14  Walk   16 
 
Bicycle    1  Bicycle    1 
 
Bus     0  Bus     0 
 
Car   15  Car   13 
 
Other     0  Other     0 
 
How long does each journey take? 
 
To School     From School 
 
Less than 10 minutes 22  Less than 10 minutes 22 
10 – 20 minutes    8  10 – 20 minutes      7 
More than 20 minutes   0  More than 20 minutes   1 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk     4 
 
Bicycle  18 
 
Bus     2 
 
Car     2 
 
Other     4 
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If you don’t travel this way now, why not? 
 
Wishing to travel by bike: 

 Because my mum gets worried whether I am OK because of 
strangers. 

 Because we don’t get time and my mum thinks I could hurt myself. 
Because of the traffic. 

 Because my mum and dad think it is too busy on the roads. 

 Because my mum says here is no point because we only live a 
short distance away. 

 It takes too long to get the bicycle out and I don’t have a lock. 

 Because it is quicker and easier to walk to school and because my 
mum thinks I will get hurt. 

 Because my mum won’t let me because of my safety, but I bike all 
the way past school when I am not going to school. 

 Because my mum said it’s too dangerous to bike on the road. 

 Because mum thinks it is too dangerous when I go past Fenmark 
because there’s many long lorries down there. 

 Because my mum doesn’t think it is safe because there is too much 
traffic. 

 Because my road is too busy.  There isn’t any pavements.  There 
are lots. of dykes and people come round the corner fast.  It is too 
dangerous. 

 Because it is sometimes not safe.  I might hurt myself. 

 It is because I never really have time. 

 I’m too scared to ride my bike because my mum doesn’t want me to 
get hurt. 

 It is too dangerous, too fast cars. 

 Because my baby brother is too young. 

 I would like to bike to school but my mum won’t let me.  I can’t 
because I have to cross a main road and the road I live down the 
cars speed.  There’s no pavements and there’s dykes. 

 My mother does not like me to go to school with my bike because 
the road is too dangerous. 

 
Wishing to travel by other means: 

 Because I’m learning to roller skate. 

 Because my mum doesn’t let me skateboard because she thinks 
it’s dangerous 

 Because my dad lets me out of his sight because he thinks I’m old 
enough. 

 
 
 
 



 

 32 

Wishing to travel by bus: 

 Because there’s not a bus is there. 

 Because there isn’t a bus to catch for Elm School and no bus stops 
for Elm. 

 
Wishing to walk: 

 I can’t.  The road is too dangerous. 

 Because I’m too busy and because of the weather. 
 
 

For pupils who walk or cycle to school: 
 
Do you consider your journey to be safe? 
 
Yes  12 
No    3 
 
 
How could your journey be made safer? 
 
Safer paths   4 
 

 Because we would be away from road works and traffic. 

 I would like the paths to be safe because I want to stay alive. 

 Because there isn’t any. 

 Paths to bike on. 
 

Safer road crossings 8 
 

 People don’t stop. 

 Some cars ignore people on the crossing. 

 Because cars always speed. 

 We should have a lollypop lady so the cars stop all the time. 

 Because the one near our school, the cars don’t stop at it. 

 We cross 2 roads without crossings. 

 I would like a lollypop lady because nobody stops for us. 
 
 
Slower traffic   9 
 

 Because I sometimes almost get hit.  They come onto the path. 

 Because the cars whizz down the road fast. 

 Because when you walk to school in the morning the cars go 
speeding past and don’t let you cross. 

 People don’t let you cross. 
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 People nearly get run over. 

 Because cars which go fast can hurt people if they get run over. 

 Because the cars don’t stop and they could hit children. 

 Because we could have an accident. 
 
Cycle routes   2 
 

 Some cyclists almost bump into people. 
 
Improved cycle and helmet storage  2 
 

 I think helmets will be safer 
Because it’s something we enjoy and it helps us to be healthy 
 

 
Anything else  1 
 

 People go onto the path to get out of the way of other traffic. 
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Year 6 Class 
 
Number of Pupils responding 29 
 
How far do children travel to school? 
 
Less than 1 mile  20 
One to three miles    7 
More than 3 miles    2 
 
How many children travel to school in the following ways? 
 
 
To School    From School   
 
Walk   11  Walk   16 
 
Bicycle    2  Bicycle    2 
 
Bus     0  Bus     0 
 
Car   16  Car   11 
 
Other     0  Other     0 
 
How long does each journey take? 
 
To School     From School 
 
Less than 10 minutes 19  Less than 10 minutes 17 
10 – 20 minutes  10  10 – 20 minutes    9 
More than 20 minutes   0  More than 20 minutes   3 
 
If pupils could choose how they travel to and from school, how many 
would like to travel in the following ways? 
 
Walk     4 
 
Bicycle  19 
 
Bus     0 
 
Car     4 
 
Other     2 
 



 

 35 

If you don’t travel this way now, why not? 
 
Wishing to travel by bike: 

 I’m not allowed because I’ll be late but in the summer I might be 
allowed. 

 Mum won’t let me. 

 Because I have a flat tyre. 

 My Bicycle is too small. 

 Because my bike is broken. 

 Because the roads are too busy and mum won’t let me. 

 Because my bike is too small. 

 Because I don’t have a padlock for the bike shed.  I will probably 
lose the key. 

 My bike is broken. 

 My bike is broken and my mum doesn’t want me to ride to school. 

 Because it is too far away and there are main roads everywhere. 

 It is winter and my mum won’t let me. 

 The road is too dangerous and when my mum takes us to school 
she doesn’t have a bike. 

 I have too many sisters. 

 I haven’t got a bike lock yet. 

 Because my mum doesn’t trust me. 
 

Wishing to travel by other means: 
 

 Because it is too far.  I could, but I would get to school late plus it is 
too cold now in the winter. 

 Because the paths are too bumpy and my skates are at my dad’s. 
 

 
For pupils who walk or cycle to school: 
 
Do you consider your journey to be safe? 
 
Yes  21 
No    3 
 
 
How could your journey be made safer? 
 
Safer paths  11 
 

 Go in a car. 

 The paths are narrow and need widening. 

 Larger paths and more even paths. 
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 Because some of my journey has holes in the path. 

 Some places don’t have paths. 

 Stay on the path. 

 Higher paths so no cars can get on there. 

 Yes please. 
 

Safer road crossings  15 
 

 Be with someone to see if you are safe. 

 A lollypop lady would help. 

 Lollypop lady. 

 Lollypop lady. 

 There are some places where it is very dangerous. 

 More visible crossings. 

 Because some people don’t stop. 

 Lollypop lady. 

 There’s not a lot of road crossings where I live. 

 Lollipop lady. 

 Lollipop lady. 

 A lollypop lady. 

 A bend I can’t see round because it’s a corner. 

 Yes Please. 
 
Slower traffic  17 

 Too busy.  We should have a lollypop lady. 

 Near the church corner. 

 Traffic goes too fast. 

 People zoom down the road and have to slam their brakes on at 
the crossing. 

 The traffic’s too fast. 

 Because when you wait at the crossing the cars don’t stop. 

 Because people don’t keep to the speed limit. 

 Because people go too fast. 

 Traffic lights in school areas. 

 They go too fast. 

 Cops. 

 Some people go too fast. 

 If you’re walking and bad traffic you could get hurt. 

 Because someone got hit about a year ago. 
 
Cycle routes  12 

 When I cycle I have to make some of my journey without a safe 
place to cycle in. 

 Bikers come onto the paths and nearly knock people over. 
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 So cyclists don’t have to cycle on the road. 

 So I don’t have to cycle on the path and bump into people. 

 Because you aren’t allowed on the path and you might fall off in the 
road and hurt yourself. 

 For younger kids who can’t swerve out of the way. 

 We need to make safer places or routes to get here. 

 So we can bike safely. 
 

Improved cycle and helmet storage 12 

 Where you can put your bike helmet so you don’t have to bring 
them inside school. 

 Have some. 

 Safer. 

 You might lose your stuff. 

 Not enough safety gear. 

 It would be good. 

 Always wear a helmet. 

 Put your helmet on or you might hurt your head. 
 
Anything else 3 

 We really need a lollypop lady because some people don’t stop at 
the zebra crossing. 

 More speed lights. 

 Double yellow lines on the side of the road. 
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Appendix ii 
 

Parental Questionnaires 

 
Questionnaires were sent out to every parent of a child attending the school, and 
a  the results are included below.  A summary of results can be found in section 7 
of tis document.  This survey was conducted during November 2009.  164 
surveys were sent home and 103 were returned. 

 

Section 1 – All Parents 

 
NB This spreadsheet contains 103 responses.  They can be accessed by scrolling down. 

 

This represents over 60% of the families attending Elm School. 

 

 

Section 1  Postcode, classes and methods of travelling 

 
Year Group Postcode To School

1 PE13 4QQ Car

1 PE14 Car

1 PE14 Walk

1 PE14 0AA Car

1 PE14 0BN Walk

1 PE14 0BR Car

1 PE14 0BS Walk

1 PE14 0BT Walk

1 PE14 0BW Walk

1 PE14 0BW Walk

1 PE14 0DD Walk

1 PE14 0HJ Car

1 PE14 0JQ Walk

2 PE14 0AB Car

2 PE14 0AB Walk

2 PE14 0AC Walk

2 PE14 0AF Car

2 PE14 0AG Walk

2 PE14 0BT Walk

2 PE14 0DD Car

2 PE14 0JL Walk

2 PE14 0JP Car

2 PE14 0JR Walk

3 PE14 0AG Walk

3 PE14 0AH Walk

3 PE14 0AW Walk

3 PE14 0BC Walk

3 PE14 0BS Bike

3 PE14 0BS Walk  
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% of sample travelling to school by: 

 

 Reception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 TOTAL 

Walking 19% 57% 66% 62% 41% 59% 75% 48% 

Bike 0% 0% 0% 15% 0% 12% 0% 4% 

Car 81% 43% 33% 23% 59% 29% 25% 47% 

 

 

% of sample travelling from school by: 

 

 Reception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 TOTAL 

Walking 14% 71% 83% 62% 59% 70% 75% 58% 

Bike 0% 0% 0% 15% 0% 12% 0% 4% 

Car 76% 29% 17% 23% 41% 18% 25% 38% 

 

 

Table of the number of responses to the following statements: 

 

Statement Extremely 

Important 

Of  Some 

Importance 

Not 

Important 

Availability of car 25 18 36 

Availability of public transport 3 11 62 

Safety of my child – Personal Safety 77 1 1 

Safety of my child – Road Safety 81 0 1 

My child’s preferences 23 40 16 

Chance to talk with my child 44 26 6 

Weather conditions 18 38 21 

Cost of travel 10 19 47 

Health and fitness of my child 51 23 5 

Air Pollution 24 41 12 

Cycle storage facilities at school 18 29 31 

Distance 35 19 24 

My commitments for the day 34 27 16 

My own comfort 5 27 44 

The needs of other children in my care 27 6 37 

 

Comments: 

 

 The noise from the traffic makes it difficult to have a conversation. 

 There are no footpaths or street lights for most of the journey.  I don’t feel it is 
safe on foot or bike from personal experience.  Did try to do both but the distance 

is too great. 

 I must ensure I get to work on time, (after the school run). 

 Time. 
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 There are no buses and no pavements.  The cars go too fast, the roads are narrow.  
I can’t even walk a dog.  Forget multi-choice, just ASK. 

 We feel it is of great importance that we can walk to school and this would govern 

where we bought a house.  We have access to a car at all times but refuse to use it 

because, a) it is healthier for us, b) it takes too long to park the car and even when 

it is raining we would be as wet due to not being able to park nearby, c) better for 

the environment.  It is an opportunity for us to have time to talk without any other 

interruptions.  Too many parents take their children to school by car – many of 

whom live in such close proximity to the school.  This then makes it difficult for 

those parents who have to drive and park.  It takes us 9 minutes to walk.  This is 

quicker than taking the car. 

 Most of the above is irrelevant as we can only go to school by car as too far to 
walk or bike. 

 Work commitments. 
 

 

Section 2 – Children who travel to school by car: 
 

Distance lived from school: 

 

Less than ½ mile  14 

 

> ½ mile – 1 mile  14 

 

> 1 mile – 2 miles  13 

 

More than 2 miles  11 

 

 

How long does the journey take in the car? 

 

Less than 10 mins.  43 

 

10 – 20 mins.    7 

 

More than 20 mins.    0 

 

 

Where do you go immediately afterwards? 

 

Back home  13 

 

Work  24 

 

Shops    2 
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Depending on day    6 

 

Other  To Feed our chickens 

  To take my special needs child to school 

 

 

How many children do you bring to school? 

 

No. of Children                       No. of Responses 

 

         1 24 

 

         2 17 

 

         3   4 

 

4   0 

 

Do you have any pre-school children as passengers? 

 

 

Yes 13 

 

No 33 

 

Sometimes   1 

 

 

Do you car share for any of your journeys to and from school? 

 

Yes   5 

 

No 41 

 

 

What prevents your child from walking, cycling or using public transport to / from 

school? 

 

Lack of safe route 19 

 

Convenience / Time 18 

 

Cost   0 

 

Other   7 
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Comments: 

 

 Too far.  Difficult roads.  Parents don’t have bikes.  Work early morning s and 
late afternoons, (both teachers.) 

 As I specified earlier I need to get to another school. 

 Grandparents take son to school on the three mornings I work. (They are not able 
to walk the distance.)  I walk with son the two days I am not at work.  IT is too 

dangerous to bike to school due to speed of cars and narrow road in places.  We 

would walk to school every day if I didn’t work. 

 We occasionally walk but our youngest child is only in Reception and it’s too far 
for him to do twice a day.  Here are main roads to cross also and as our son (class 

3) is autistic, he would not recognise the safety issues of this. 

 Very narrow pavements and in some areas no pavement.  Heavy traffic to deal 
with. 

 Having to arrive at work on time. 

 I drop the children en route to work starting at 9.00 am.  It is not safe for them to 
walk or cycle along Main Road.  They do walk home to their grandparents.  It 

involves no crossing and is often with their uncle or cousin. 

 We live on country roads.  The road is extremely busy and doesn’t have any 
pavements. 

 Weather.  If it is raining or windy, otherwise we cycle to school. 

 I drive to school as I go straight to work afterwards.  I always walk to and from 
school when picking her up. 

 Not enough paths – you need to cross over 3 or 4 times. 

 Lack of safe roads / pavements around church area. 

 I work in King’s Lynn and start at 9.15 so do not have enough time to walk home 
from school to get car. – however I do park in friend’s driveway to avoid blocking 

roads. 

 No public transport.  For 1.1 miles there is no footpath, no street lights.  There are 
heavy vehicles and narrow lanes.  I ride my horse in the area and have had 

numerous close encounters despite wearing high vis and being too large to miss. 

 No public transport 

 Distance 

 Distance from home to school 6 miles therefore no choice but to use car.  
However, would be open to a car share scheme.  My child walks to childminder at 

least 3 days. 

 Taking older sibling to school first.  Thomas Clarkson start time is before Elm 
start time and younger child cannot be left home alone.  Therefore we leave home 

at 8.15 to deliver 1 child to Thomas Clarkson, returning to Elm for 8.30.  Home 

journey – child walks home as I have collected older child and am usually home 

before he gets there. 

 We live in a 60 mph lane with no paths.  I feel that this is not safe for a 4 year old 

to walk along safely.   I also have to take another child in my care to Marshland St 

James School as the school bus is full and no local public bus service to get her to 

school at a reasonable time. 
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 Too far to walk. 

 Distance. 

 I sometimes park on side street so I can get to work on time. 

 I take my youngest child to day nursery in Wisbech and then need to come back 
to Elm, then straight to work. 

 There is no safe place to cross.  We live near Halfpenny Lane / Rose Lane and 
can’t see to cross, plus the speed of the traffic through the village means that 

when we do, we have to run. 

 I drive children to their grandparents house and then walk the rest of the journey.  

I then proceed to drive to my workplace. 

 Distance.  No path.  No public transport. 

 Too time consuming.  Not convenient as I work 3 days so drive straight to work 
from school.  Not safe enough with pre-school children. 

 As I have another baby who is 10 months old it is sometimes quicker for myself 

to use my car. 

 The distance is too far with poor access for a large part of the journey.  Bus times 
are not convenient and even if they were we are not eligible for free travel for our 

son as we are able to get a place at a school beyond the closest primary. 

 I go straight to work after I have dropped them off. 

 It’s too far. 

 Too far and he is too young to go alone. 

 Road is dangerous – a cycle path would ensure cycling to school weather 
permitting. 

 

Please specify any particular roads or junctions that you feel prevent your child 

from walking or cycling to school in safety. 

 

 Bendy road around church section mainly but whole route is fasrt traffic. 

 The B1101 is very dangerous to all pedestrians, (especially children)  as large 

parts are either unpedestrianised or have very narrow pavements.  The stretch of 

road outside our house is extremely dangerous as the majority of vehicles exceed 

the speed limit once they are beyond the village of Friday Bridge. 

 Elm High Road (A1101)  In the morning this road is very busy – congested.  
Sometimes the speed of the traffic on this road is also a factor. 

 Speed of traffic. 

 Cars on the main road do not always stop at the crossing while you are waiting to 

cross to school. 

 The junction out of Rose Lane is a blind corner so it is hard to cross both walking 
and in the car.  Plus there is no footpath so we can walk up to the zebra crossing. 

 The footpath is very dangerous between the duck pond and the school.  Cars are 
parked on one side, preventing the moving traffic from seeing oncoming cars and 

the end result is cars often mounting the pavements. 

 Even though there is a zebra crossing, some people still don’t stop which I feel is 
a cause for concern. 

 Broad End Road (East) + the A47 or Lady’s Drove Emneth (the long way) 
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 Public footpath between Broad End Road East and Emneth (nr church)  unusable 
with toddlers due to vey deep holes and the Rottweiler the people in the caravan 

let loose if you are on foot. 

 No footpath to walk and definitely too dangerous to cycle as narrow bendy road to 

travel down.  The Rowe Emneth is our main route. 

 Gosmoor Lane – a 60 mph limit – no paths.  Most cars drive way too fast along 
this road for any age child to walk along safely. 

 Travelling from Ringers Lane Leverington to school, having to go through the 
centre of Wisbech.  There is no safe route, by foot would be too far and so bicycle 

unsafe due to the large volume of rush hour traffic. 

 The road junction of Belt Drove, Redmoor Bank and Begdale Road is notorious 
for accidents, poor visibility on the bend and speeding.  It just isn’t safe.  The 

other factor is that at primary school age the distances are too great.  They are too 

young to be allowed to travel this distance unsupervised. 

 The junction of Rose Lane is particularly bad as you cannot see very far either 

way and cars do travel very quickly along Main Road. 

 Road and path near Elm Church. 

 There is no proper crossing at Main Road in Elm and it is quite a busy road in the 
mornings.  It’s quite dangerous so I would not allow her to walk on her own. 

 Blind bend at the church as they have to cycle on the path until they reach the 

crossing. 

 The speed of the traffic and lack of traffic calming measures is insufficient.  The 
small sign by the cemetery does nothing.  Cars often screech to a halt or don’t 

even stop at the crossing because they are travelling too fast. 

 Top of Begdale Road adjacent to the Sportsman is a very difficult road for 
children to cross.  Then the footpath ends at Limes Avenue. 

 Crossing the A1101, lorries and speeding cars along Elm Road. 

 The crossing from the end of Elm Low Road to High Road Elm is dangerous in a 
car never mind on foot. 

 Corners and bends around the church are too narrow and cars come through the 
village too fast to cycle to school. 

 Outside Elm School the zebra crossing is very dangerous as cars often don’t stop 
even if you are on the crossing. 

 At some points especially by the village church the pathway is too narrow and the 

traffic far too fast. 

 Gosmoor Lane is dangerous!  There are no footpaths at this end of the lane.  
Speed of traffic is fast and HGV lorries are up and down to the factory for which 

there is no footpaths to stand on.  We don’t and won’t walk or bike this lane. 

 

If improvements could be made to the above would you consider changing the way your 

child travels? 

 

Yes 21       When old enough to bike / walk and know  

            crossing is safer i.e school crossing patroller. 
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No 16 

 

Would you consider taking part in a car sharing scheme? 

 

Yes 15 

 

No 24 

 

 

 

 

Section 3 – Walking, Cycling and Public Transport: 
 

What could make your child’s journey safer? 

 

Already safe 19 

 

 I feel my son is very safe walking to school. 

 Could be safer.  See below. 

 500 yard walk than use school crossing. 

 We walk on pavements and only cross at designated crossing. 

 Line across the road with a zebra crossing. 

 No problems. 

 

 

 

Cycle routes 10 

 

 There are none at all in this area.  Traffic heavy.  Dangerous to let child cycle. 

 The road is not safe sat school time.  Too Busy.  Cyclists have to use the 
pavement and dodge pedestrians.  Not ideal as a safe route. 

 Specific cycle paths. 

 

 

 

Safer crossing places 24 

 

 Cars not stopping at crossing. 

 Gosmoor Lane. 

 Cars don’t stop at pedestrian crossing. 

 Too many cars parked everywhere!! And not always where they are allowed. 

 Far too much traffic outside the school and side roads. A lollipop lady would help. 

 Gosmoor Lane – bad for crossing as cars parked.  Unable to see. 

 There have been accidents on current crossing. 
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 Lollipop person. 

 There is not one safe place to cross on route to school. 

 Not all cars stop. 

 Cars don’t stop at zebra crossing. 

 Although crossing in place at school we walk from a different direction and 

crossing can be difficult. 

 eg Henry Warby, Abington Grove, Gosmoor Lane. 

 Safe crossings at junctions. 

 Safe crossing in Main Road Elm. 

 Cars don’t always stop at the crossing. 

 

 

 

Safer paths 20 

 

 Cars are going up the paths to let oncoming cars pass. 

 Paths are narrow.  In some places non-existent.  

 The path by the church wall is very slippery due to leaves. 

 Cars mount pavement to get round parked cars on opposite side of road. 

 Paths too thin for numbers of children. 

 One of the paths has a hole in it where we cross and two parts of the journey don’t 
have a path. 

 As irresponsible parking. 

 No parking on Main Road. 

 On opposite side to school in Main Road 
 

 

 

Improvements to busses   3 

 

 Bus frequencies would be great for all bus users. 

 A mini bus along Wales bank. 
 

 

 

Other   8 

 

 Better speed deterrents. 

 No parking outside school.  Yellow lines.  Some parents very selfish and will park 

anywhere. 

 Speed of cars going through the village.  High incidence of cars mounting the 
pavement – church wall knocked down, house wall knocked down. 

 Stop cars parking near the school so visibility is better and road not so busy. 

 Speed limit. 

 Speed restrictions / bumps etc. 
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 Although a speed restriction of 30 mph is in place it isn’t always adhered to.  
Need a speed camera. 

 Speed bumps through Elm village. 

 Speed humps to slow traffic 
 

Would your child take part in a walking bus scheme? 

 

Yes 

 

No 

 

 Unsafe pavement. 

 Due to bad paths. 

 Not possible. 

 If lived nearer. 
 

 

 

Section 4 – Other comments: 
 

 

 I find it very dangerous with the amount of cars parked along Elm main Road and 
how sometimes they mount the pavement when there is a jam of cars. 

 More calming measures required to slow he traffic through the village.  Road 

narrowing or camera. 

 Dangerous parking outside the school on the grass verges opposite needs to be 
dealt with.  Children standing at crossing cannot see the speeding oncoming 

vehicles and often take a gamble and run across. 

 We live 400 yards from school.  No issues regarding transport. 

 We drive to and from school partly due to our daughter saying her legs ache and 

she is tired but we do try to either walk to or from school at least once a week. 

 To counter both the reliance on cars and the traffic problems around the school at 

busy times might it be possible to create a designated parking zone in the village, 

within half a mile of the school but not in direct proximity to it.  This would allow 

children more physical exercise, alleviate the parking problems for residents and 

parents alike and improve safety immediately outside the school. 

 My main concern is the speed of the traffic through the village.  On several 
occasions I have seen near misses with cars going too fast.  It doesn’t fill you with 

confidence while walking my children to school, especially on the bends coming 

into the church area.  It is quite frightening to say the least. 

 Read comments.  Build pavements.  Educate drivers in the area.  Walk around the 
area for three days, talking in each area that children live in.  That is research. 

 Although I bring my car in the mornings I have organised it to park in a friend’s 
driveway so it doesn’t block roads.  Something needs to be done about the 

individuals who stop on the crossing to let their children out, thus holding up the 
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traffic, those who park right in the junction of Abington Grove or those who park 

along the road from the school to the Grove Gardens junction – All of the above 

causes chaos on what is already a busy route and one day soon there will be a 

nasty accident. 

 I have car shared but as we live the furtherest away it is always me who does all 
the travelling.  However, it seems recently that if I was to collect and drop off 

other peoples children I would have to be registered.  “The world has gone mad”  

Paperwork and Ofsted inspected.  I would rather take responsibility for my own 

children and not have to worry about other people’s children too. 

 Stop cars parking on Main Road between the duck pond and the school.  There 

are plenty of places to park on the side streets. 

 I use a car to take my daughter to school as I go past on the way to work.  I drop 
and go so I don’t have to park up. 

 It’s not necessarily the speed of cars but there are lots of cars parked along Main 
Road which means often cars have to drive on the path to let traffic through. 

 The only problem I have in my children cycling to school is motorists.  They are 
mad.  Cars are parked on the side of te road and waiting for traffic to give way 

then you get idiots overtaking.  Something needs to be done. Calming traffic, 

speed humps, making it a single lane through the village from the church to 

Gosmoor Lane would be good. 

 I use the car for distance, safety and personal reasons. 

 Would prefer to walk to school weather permitting, but as grandparents, (in their 
70s) take son to school three days per week walking for them is not an option. 

 The walk from my parents house to school is a safe walk.  Made easier by the 
zebra crossing right outside the school gate. 

 School to work is the main issue for parents who live more than a 20 minute walk 

away from school. 

 I have been in 3 traffic accidents along Wales bank.  One was a collision where a 
lorry refused to slow down.  The other was a van trying to pass a 4X4  The van’s 

wing mirror knocked me down whilst taking my daughter to school.. 

 Cars could park more safely.  Calming measures either side of the zebra crossing 
– I have lost count of the times I and my 2 children have nearly been hit on the 

crossing, mostly due to other parents in a rush to get a parking space as near to the 

school as possible! 
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Last comment from Newsletter  October 2009. 

 

Parking  

As you know, we have a problem with parking outside of our school.  This is a common 

problem which seems to affect all schools to a greater or lesser degree, but the fact that 

all schools are affected does not make it any less serious.   

 

I have to say that the actions of some of our parents are at best inconsiderate, and at 

worst, could lead to the death or serious injury of one of our children.  About two weeks 

ago I was contacted by a local resident as someone had parked their car directly across 

their drive, completely blocking them in.  I have also witnessed people parking directly 

on the corners of Gosmore Lane and Abington Grove, on the grass opposite the school, 

on the yellow zig-zags, and have had parents parking on Main Road who have opened 

their doors directly in front of on-coming traffic.  One or two parents have driven into the 

school car park while the children are walking in, and a significant number of parents 

stop at one or other of the entrances to the school, blocking the way and causing 

considerable confusion and inconvenience to others.   

 

We even had one mother who completely blocked the main drive to the school and the 

Elm Centre, leaving her car locked and unattended.  When it was pointed out to her that 

this is the route that emergency vehicles would use in the event of an incident, she 

became quite abusive, and failed to accept that she had put the safety and welfare of all of 

the children in school and in the Elm Centre at risk, including her own children. 

 

For everybody’s safety, could I ask all parents to be considerate and to make every effort 

to park sensibly.  I appreciate that it is necessary for some children to be brought to 

school by car, but I think that most children could walk to school.  Even if you bring your 

child by car, please consider parking safely away from the school, and walking the last 

few hundred yards. 
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Section of Newsletter dated January 2010 

 

Safer Routes to School 
Thank you to everyone who returned a questionnaire relating to your child’s journey to and from 

school.  We are in the process of collating this information before sending it to Cambs. County 

Council.  If you would like to view the collated results, please let me know and I will send you a 

copy. 
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Letter to Parents January 26
th

 2010  

 
Dear Parent 
 
I received a letter from a parent last week.  It made a number of points about the 
behaviour of drivers and the safety of our children.  I thought that I would share it with 
you as I am sure we would all agree with what has been written.  Hopefully, the small 
minority of drivers who are putting the lives of our children at risk through their selfish 
and thoughtless behaviour will recognise the strength of feeling from other parents and 
change their driving habits accordingly.  
  
A few weeks back I had dropped my children off in the morning and was about to cross the 
zebra crossing outside the school. I had noticed a car approaching the crossing however it was a 
good distance away to see me and stop and I assumed this is what the female driver would do 
as I stepped onto the crossing. However she was not even looking at the road, she was fiddling 
with her radio or something in the centre console and instead of stopping, she was actually 
speeding up. She did not even stop as I had to actually run across the crossing to avoid going 
over her bonnet. She was completely oblivious to my situation and carried on driving. Had I had 
one of my kids with me I shudder to think what could have happened that day. I witnessed this 
same mother to a child in your school yesterday holding her mobile phone on speakerphone in 
one hand, and trying to park her car on the corner of a road with the other. She has no idea 
clearly that her actions will probably one day cause a very nasty accident, or perhaps even a 
fatality.  
 
Many parents also park their cars on the junction across the road from the school, on the yellow 
line, with no regard for the road safety issues this causes. These parents are clearly too lazy to 
walk any distance, or to come early enough to park closer. I am appalled on a daily basis at the 
blatant disregard to the safety of other road users, but more importantly THEIR CHILDREN ! 
Many also need reminding that it is law to use a booster seat for many of the children, and some 
ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŀŦǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ōŜƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 
they would sleep at night if their child went through the windscreen in an accident. I was even 
more shocked to see a parent park their car across the entrance to the school and leave their 
vehicle in order to bring their child into the class. They blocked the entrance for teachers to park 
their cars, but more importantly, for emergency vehicles if needed. I was speaking to Mrs 
Jobson at the time and we were both shocked at the stupidity of this parent. I feel it is high time 
a strongly worded letter is sent home to remind parents that it is their responsibility to ensure 
their child gets to and from school safely, but also to park with due care and attention, and to be 
more mindful of the fact there is a crossing at the school and speeding toward it is terrifying for 
the pedestrian.  
 
My point is that it seems like it is only a matter of time before an accident occurs outside your 
school because parents are being selfish, dangerous and downright ignorant to the dangers they 
are posing. I am sure they all think that they are the best drivers and that any letter home could 
never mean that THEY need to take heed, but I would be devastated if a child were injured 
outside the school and I had not brought these matters to your attention at least.  
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The letter above is unedited and is sent to you with the permission of the parent 
who wrote it.  You will no doubt feel the concern with which it is written and share 
the worry that it expresses.  Please, for the sake of all of the children including 
your child, drive sensibly and park with consideration for others. 
 

 


